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shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the Breastplate of Judgment when he enters N
Sanctuary, as a constant remembrance before HASHEM. * Into the Breastplate of Judgment
shall you place the Urim and the Tumim, and they shall be on Aaron’s heart when he comes
before Hastem; and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the Children of Israel on his heat

constantly before HASHEM.

2 Aretseol] - Stone Oromast

15-30. The Choshen Mishpat of Judgment. On his chest,
Aaron wore an ornament that was called the Breastplate of
“Judgment’ for two reasons: (a) It atoned for erroneous deci-
sions made by courts of judgment; and (b} in itself it provided
clear rulings for the nation, as will be described in the com-
mentary to verse 30. Made of the same material as the
Ephod, it measured one cubit by a half a cubit. and was folded
over in half, forming a pouch, into which a parchment bear-
ing the Ineffable Name of God was inserted. |
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he Torah stresses the importance of the kohen’s garments,
discussing them at greater length than any of the Mishkan's
vessels. Chazal (Zevachim 17b) even teach that any Temple
service performed without them was invalid _What more did these
garments add to the kohen's already exalted state so that without them
his service was defective?
Traits and abilities are meaningful to the extent that they are used and

expressed. A quality that remains internal and not utilized remains but a
potential that has not been reached. In order for a kohen's avodah to
achieve its potential. he had to render honor and glory to Hashem to the
best of his ability. The Torah (Shemos 28 2) therefore commands that

arments be made nen?y Magv. for glory and for
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THIS PARASHAH ELABORATES upon the vestments made for the
Kohanim tor their service in the Mishkan.
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You shall make sacred garments for vour brother. Aharon, for
[his| honour and splendour™

PE
The Ramban explains the significance of the priestly garments
being sewn for NIXOM T2, ““honour and splendour.” The Aokhanin
wore royal garments as a reflection of their exalted status as courtiers
of !hg King of kings. These opulent garments demonstrate the rever-
ence in which the King is held, and pay homage to His exaltedness

the kohen's g

splendor_Thus. even the kohen's garments had to contribute to_his

and only when the kohen was wearing

expressing honor to Hashem.
these garments was his service valid

This lesson is not restricted to kohanim but to some measure applies to
us all. for the Torah (Shemos 19:6) exhorts the entire nation to be “a
kingdom of kohanim " Our every act must praise_Hashem. and our
* avodas Hashem can reach its full potential only when it is expressed in
every i[\L‘L’I of our |_1UIT|9‘

Torah views clothing as f

ar more than simply another means to

I_t was vital for the garments to be fashioned by individuals
conferred with the title of 3% @, “wise-hearted.” for the clothes
had to be made with thoughts and lofty intentions that befitted their

glorious purpose. The commentators on the Ramban elaborate
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Every stitch involved mountains of laws and marvelous secrets

4ttaining honor and attention Clothes are forms of expression through
.m can reach higher levels. We must therefore dress

which avodas Hashe
v as part of our avodas Hashem. not

respectfully and immaculatel

because it is the vogue

According to R Pinchas ben Yair (Avodah Zarah 20b). cleanliness is:
an important prerequisite to the achievement of purity and saintliness. R
Yonason Eibshutz 5731 explains cleanliness (which usually denotes
1o mean both immaculate clothing and an n_\irall
{or the cleanliness of one's clothing and appearance.

being clean of sin)

spotless demeanor

both hiterally and symbolically. plays an integral role in avodas Hashem
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The breastplate was a_vehicle of transmission of spintual
knowledge and guidance 1o the people. through the messages 1t
delivered from God. These messages clarified the truth and revealed
the correct course of action under particular circumstances. There

were two stages 1n this process. which can be seen in the very name
0
of the article

of the Torah

It was for this reason that specifically 2% *n2n. wise-hearted men,
were required for the task.
~J Let us investigate the glory of God that was manifested in the
garments. In particular. we will examine the significance of the Urim
VeTumim in the breastplate. the supreme glory of the Kohen Guadol.
the High Priest.
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An analogy would be as follows: music is a deep and
wonderful example of the beauty which can be perceived in the
world. A musical experience is certainly greater than the sum
of its parts, the individual notes which must be played to
produce that musit. One is moved by the totality of the music,
the interrelationship and harmony of the notes which combine
to produce the unique quality of the music as a whole. But that

effect 1s achieved by playmg those mdividual notes — each note
and the
music results! One cannot produce music “as a whole” in one

must be the correct one, plaved at the correct ime

single action — one can only execute each individual tiny
component faithfully and accurately; when this 1s carefully
done, music 1s the result.
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¢t 1. omx (Hllumination): The actual letters inscribed on the stones
would light up to provide the answer to the question (hence
the term B™NX derived from MK, light)

2. o'min (Completion): The letters then required formatting in
their correct order a task which required Divine inspiration.

The necessity of both stages is demonstrated by Chanah, who
was found by Eli, the Kohen Gadol. standing in the Mishkan. pour-
ing out her heart to God..
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Chanah was praving; her lips were moving, yet her voice
could not be heard. Eli suspected her of drunkenness. She
answered him, It is not so_ my master.”™

Rashi comments

wTPR A PR REYI YA T 273 ANK TR KY — IR KXY
TV IMMY

No. my master.” [which could alternatively be read as, “Not
v master’ ] You are nol a masier over this thing You have

revealed with—vyesg gecusation that vou do not have Divine
inspiration__"

\0' The root of Eli's misjudgment lay in his inability to correctly
arrange the order of the iHuminated letters. Read in the correct order
(with the help of Divine inspiration). the letters 7-3-3-W would
be rendered TW2. like Sarah, a woman barren like our Matriarch
Sarah. An alternative reading would be W2, a proper woman El
mistakenly formatted the word as 779w, a drunken woman. His
-y mistake demonstrated that he did not possess the necessary Divine
" Inspiration for correct construction of the word.

The following passage of the Ramchal's Daath Tevunoth is
relevant to understanding both the Urim VeTumim and Megillath
Esther, although neither is mentioned explicitly herein.

‘3 The significance of the Ramchal's choice of words from the
Megillah 1s now apparent. The Megillah: numerous different events
which. when constructed in the correct order, form a majestic whole.
Creation: a multitude of different parts which, when constructed in
the correct order. reveal the majesty of the Almighty. How boundless

is the wisdom required to put together the endless detatl of this world

all forms of life — vegetation, amimals, and all events occurring

to all humanity! A breathtaking sanctification of God’s Name 1s the
result of this revelation.

Esther dispatched a command to the Sages. mMnT? Man?

Ib{ “Write this down for future generations.” for Purim’s message

is intended to uproot man’s tendency to attribute events to random

forces of nature. The Midrash* states that in the future, all festivals

will be nullified, except for the festival of Purim. R_Yitzchak Hutner

explains why Purim specifically will never pass away:

.. All the festivals which are a remembrance of the Exodus
from Egypr will be eclipsed and included in the miracles of
the Future Redemption. All the festivals will be included in the
light of the future revelation. However. the redemption of Pu-
rim is unique in that it teaches the Jewish People to recognise
the'nx, the 1, [of TR I, T am the Lord your God™]
in the darkness. This ability will remain an acquisition in the

heart of the Jewish People. even after the sun [of redemption]
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To paraphrase the above: At a glance. the world appears frag-

mented; every creation seems to exist i isolation, without anv con-

nection or relation to any other. Every thing seems a complete entity

on its own. independent of all else to implement its purpose. There
are an enormous number of inanimate objects. a vast amount of plant
life. multitudes of animals and creations. We do not see how all are
interlinked. how each requires all the others.

However, a higher perception reveals the presence of a profound
unity connecting and encompassing all existence. Each entity 1s
placed 1n the correct position to facilitate its interaction with every
other creation, to achieve the ultimate mission of glonfying God’s
Name. Everything God made 1s for His glorv: this 1s discernable
only by perceiving the order and intricate svmmetry in the universe
A prerequisite to beholding this glory. however. 1s, 50 10 speak, the
“arrangement” of the world in the correct order. Just as with the Urim

VeTumim, the “message” of the world requires correct construction of
the many disparate parts. And for this, one needs Divine inspiration.
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[Sln this spirit are we told, WX .. 7772 PY0Y 1% AWy WK DK 1101

772 12— “Remember what Amalek did to you . when they met
vou by chance.™ Amalek’s ideology i1s contained in the word 773

a chance encounter. Their essence 1s the conviction that evervthing
happens by chance, nothing is connected. The world is an arbitrary
place without purpose, design or designer. The victory over Amalck
ltes 1 the recognition of the order, the purpose, the design in the
world

The ability to discern the sequence of events was implanted in
the heart of the Children of Yisrael at the tme of Punm. It 1s an
acquisition which will always remain. And this 15 the message of
the priestly garments and the Urim VeTumim. They demonstrate the
honour and glory of the master Designer. on seeing how every stitch:
in creation has a part to play. every detail is needed Tor every other
detail, the perfectly constructed whole revealing the qur\"ni the
Almighty. A majestic yet simple structure. :

This 1s the essence of the priestly garments. This 1s the signifi-
cance of the Urim VeTumim. This is the meaning of Purim. This 1s
the hallmark of a Jew.
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<3037 3% 21 79w Juyb e R anx nes — True — You are the
Master for Your people and a mighty King to take up their grievance. In
peacetime and under normal circumstances, HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the
“Master_ of His people. As such, He provides for and offers them His special
care, hashgachah, although He may not make His Presence in our affairs
known. and we may not even be aware of His protection. Nevertheless, He is
always there, He never sleeps: Sxqw wmw jw k51 o x5 man, Behold, the
Guardian of Israel neither slumbers nor sleep (Tehillim 121:4).

However. under abnormal circumstances, when there were wars and dis-
putes, HaKadosh Baruch Hu acted, and will act again, as our “powerful King”

Who wages our wars. Then His Presence becomes known, as, for example, at
the time of Chanukah.

2l

jw 11 SR 990 1% 1% 371Y531m1 — And other than You we have no king,
redeemer, or savior. And in between, meaning during all of Jewish history.
all thg other redemptions were and are also only entirely the result of the
personal intervention of HaKadosh Baruch Hu on our behalf. Although
throughout the long periods of hester panim in Jewish history it may have

seemed as if HaKadosh Baruch Hu was only indirectly involved in our
delivery from evil forces. however. in reality. y'wim 50 15005 Pr y5an,
it was also only HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himsell Who fought our wars and
saved us from destruction. and no one else.

23 : :

«:773m X1 13 oy SR mvnn — Praises to the Supreme God, the
blessed One Who is blessed. This phrase introduces a new thought into the
tefillah. and the minhag is to rise at this point, in preparation for Shemoneh
Esrei, because in this phrase lies the highest part of the tehillos which Bnei
Yisrael expressed in the shirah. We now describe Haladosh Baruch Hu as 5x
oy, meaning, He is so high as to be incomprehensible to us. HaKadosh
Baruch Hu does things which we simply do not — and cannot — understand.
We do not understand why HaKadosh Baruch Hu permitted so many Jewish
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children to be thrown into the Yam Sul; why He allowed the Egyptians o

enslave and brutalize entire generations of our forefathers. who lived and
died in conditions which the Torah describes as 5K 112 NK DTN TP
121 DA™R AX TR 792, Egypt enslaved the Children of Israel with crushing
harshness. They embittered their lives . . . (Shermos 1:13-14); and certainly not
why He allowed six million Jews to die in the Holocaust.

Nevertheless, what Bnei Yisrael meant by this in the Shirah is that we praise
Hd((adosh Baruch Hu, Who is 179y 9K, “"above our understanding,” even
ifror the things which we do not understand; we accept these as absolutely
right and only good. This will be explained further when we discuss nan3™
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23 Sefecro.

mn 7 0% h ontinually, That God may

tmber their merits and be mindful of their children that (there be) peace in their merit +
"l’"K'}W”!JU.‘JWTﬂ The judgment of the Children of Lsrael on his heart that
pray for them that they be found meritorious in judgment

For a memorial before Hashr s
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Among the positive middos is empathy. The ethicist. R Ye
e

ruchem Levowitz, says that not only is empathy a mitzvah, it is the

basis for all the mitzvos between man and fellow man. and prob
ablv also between man and G-d. The source for this mitzvah is the
verse in the Torah that Moses went out among his brethren and

he saw in their burdens ™ (Exodus 2:11). upon which the Midrash
comments that Moses wept with them, and put his shoulder
under the burden to carrv it with them, saying. "'l wish | would
die instead of vou” (Shemos Rabbah 1:25). R Yeruchem said
that neither crying for them nor saying. "I wish | would die instead
ol vou, " constitutes true empathy. 1t was only when Moses put his

shoulder under the burden and felt what the lsraelites were feeling

that he empathized with them (Daas Chochmah U Mussar. vol. 4

p. 29:32)
Empathizing with another person’s distress is painful. and our

natural instinct is to avoid pain. One must, therefore. make a

¢oncerted effort to overcome this resistance and feel the other
person’s suffering. Relieving another's suffering is a kind of sim-
chah to that person as well as to oneself.
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If a friend of vours has a simchah — a bar mitzvah or a wedding
- and you were not invited. do not feel offended. There may

have been financial or space constraints that did not allow him to
invite evervone. Be sure to stop off and wish him “mazal tov. " It
costs vou nothing to add to his simchah. and it is so great a
mitzvah
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